[Severe tracheal compression resulting from atherosclerotic aortic arch aneurysm; report of a case].
A 70-year-old woman presented with severe respiratory insufficiency similar to an asthma attack. Computed tomography (CT) revealed an atherosclerotic aneurysm (maximum diameter 106 mm) on the aortic arch which resulted in a severe tracheal compression. We performed an aortic arch replacement. After the operation, we tried to manage breathing without a respirator twice without success. We then performed a tracheotomy on the 12th day after operation. The patient could breathe independently on the 19th day after the first operation. Peri-and postoperative respiratory management was difficult but the patient was discharged on the 86th day after operation without further complication.